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The Trend: An Aging Population and Skyrocketing Costs for Caregivers 

It is well documented that the rapidly aging Baby Boomer generation is creating an unprecedented 
population of seniors in the United States. 

According to a June 2009 report from the AARP Policy Institute, the population 65 or older is projected to 
grow by 89 percent between 2007 and 2030, more than four times faster than the population overall.  The 
number of people aged 85 or older is expected to increase by 74 percent in the same period.  This aged 
population will skyrocket by another 118 percent between the years 2030 and 2050 as the Baby Boomers 
reach 85.   

A critical question for families and caregivers is whether assisted living is the right choice for an aging 
parent or loved-one.  By some estimates, assisted living averages more than $3,000 per month 
nationwide. Even with government subsidy assistance, this is a steep financial burden for any family to 
bear.  Regardless of whether it makes financial sense, assisted living may not be the best choice for 
independent seniors who do not suffer from any major health problems.  After all, the vast majority (89 
percent) of Americans aged 50+ want to remain in their own homes for as long as they can, according to 
the same recent AARP Policy Institute report.  

Today, an estimated 34 million family caregivers help their aging loved-ones live at home safely and 
comfortably.  This includes up to 37% of caregivers who quit their jobs or reduced hours because of these 
responsibilities, according to a study by the National Alliance for Caregiving in 2004. Families are making 
the ultimate sacrifice, but at what cost?  

A viable, affordable means for seniors to age in place while providing peace of mind to their families is 
finally a reality utilizing an innovative solution from Caregiver Systems. 

The Company: Caregiver Systems 
 
Caregiver Systems is a division of Home Controls, Inc., an award-winning company that has offered 
innovative products and services for the home automation industry since 1989.  Caregiver Systems was 
founded to provide a unique and innovative system that allows seniors to remain in their homes for as 
long as possible and to provide family members, who may reside hundreds or thousands of miles away, 
with piece of mind.  Caregiver Systems combines knowledge and expertise in home automation solutions 
with an affordable, fully-installed, interactive and easy-to-use system that provides piece of mind through 
24/7 monitoring throughout the senior’s home.  Care facilities also benefit by using this solution to 
enhance their services, improve communication and increase patient interaction. 
 
The Caregiver Systems Solution 
 
Leveraging its 20-year history in home automation and the unique technology developed by GrandCare 
Systems, Caregiver Systems is able to offer its customers the most advanced, feature-packed monitoring 
solution available today. It combines aspects of home automation technology, online communications and 
health care monitoring into one easy-to-use, affordable package that pays for itself in the 30-90 days of 
use.  The system is installed by Caregiver Systems’ expert installation team, which also provides 
comprehensive training on how to use the simple touchscreen system.  
 
“Wellness sensors” are placed strategically and unobtrusively throughout the home to monitor important 
health indicators (blood pressure, weight, etc), activity and motion.  Caregiver Systems is also a complete 
touchscreen communication system. Relatives, friends and caregivers simply go online to send 
messages, reminders and pictures right to the touchscreen. No computer knowledge is required!  It’s as 
easy as working a TV set.   
 



 

The “wellness sensors” send activity and health monitoring reports directly to a secure web page, and the 
optional low-cost Personal Emergency Response System (PERS) can be added for 24/7 monitoring by 
emergency medical personnel. With Caregiver Systems, family, friends and caregivers never have to 
worry. The system monitors and tracks weight, blood sugar, blood pressure, pill boxes and even how 
many times the senior made a trip to the refrigerator! 
 
The Caregiver Systems solution includes: 

- A central unit consisting of a sturdy touchscreen monitor that connects to any full-time 
internet connection 

- “Wellness sensors” which are discreetly placed around the residence to report activity and 
wellness to the system 

- Complete system installation and family orientation 
- Full monthly support of non-emergency functions, health and activity monitoring/reporting 
- Personal Emergency Response System (PERS) for 24/7 EMT monitoring and response 

(optional) 

The Benefits: Why Caregiver Systems? 

Seniors: 

• Stay in their homes longer 

• Maintain independence safely and securely 

• Easily communicate with family, children and grandchildren 

• Better health management through pro-active monitoring 

• Keep track of weight, blood sugar, blood pressure and when to take medications 

• Important date and appointment reminders appear right on the touchscreen 

Family, Friends, Caregivers: 

• Keep seniors safe and secure in their own home  

• Delay or avoid the need for supervised or assisted living care 

• Improve seniors’ health by better management of chronic conditions 

• Pro-active monitoring of conditions such as diabetes, high blood pressure and weight 

• Monitor when and if loved-one accesses required medications, eats daily, etc. 

• Personal Emergency Response System available for 24/7 EMT monitoring  

Care Facilities 

• Create a “Care Triangle” among seniors, families, caregivers and staff 

• Provide improved safety and security 

• Discreetly monitor activity through wireless sensors 

• Improve every resident’s health by better management of chronic conditions 

• Create new revenue stream by offering an innovative service that provides added value  

 

History 
 
Division of Home Controls, Inc., a leader in the home automation industry since 1989 
Headquartered in San Diego, California 
 
Caregiver Systems Executive Management 
 
Ken Kerr, President 
Jill Kerr, National Sales Manager 
Ferdie Sarmiento, Technical Support Manager 

 


